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Third-Party Nomination

 Friends of the Willow Glen Trestle

 Jean Dresden — educational therapist

 Martha Heinrichs — legal aide

 Scott, Helen, Dan, Severn, Jim, 

Deborah, Richard, ...

 Brian Grayson & Gayle Frank (PACSJ)

 Larry Ames — physicist, aerospace engineer

 Eclectic mix of backgrounds, with a common theme:

We’re all interested in the area in which we live, 

and in preserving some of our unique local history

 This is a citizen-led effort at “Place Making”

(view of earth and moon from 1 million miles away

by DSCOVR — one of the satellites on which I worked)

site

location
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San José is more than just a sea of suburbia ...

3



4

... SJ also has older villages such as Willow Glen
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and SJ has Trails

 Los Gatos Creek Streamside Park 

Committee ~1982 – 2000 (& on-going)

 Los Gatos Crk Trail Master Plan, 1985

 Coyote Crk Long-range Plan, 1990

 Guadalupe River Task Force, 2004

 Three Creeks Trail, 2001 – present

 For a quarter century, we’ve been 

working with SJ Planners to fold the 

trestle into the trail network

 We have led other community efforts 

as well, such as our project that 

created a linear park on the LG Crk:

trestle

project

Willow
Glen

Santa

Clara
Sunnyvale

Saratoga

Los Gatos

Milpitas

San Francisco Bay
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The Los Gatos Creek 

Urban Stream Restoration Project, 1993-96

(see www.WGBackfence.net/arcata.htm)

funded by a $66,500 grant from the Calif. Dept. of Water Resources
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barren landscape

piles of gravel

erosion

“Before”

trash

emptiness
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the “Muddy Hands” Club

Jim Sugai

irrigation pipe

“Planting”
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info kiosk

“After”
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Urban Stream Restoration Project – Epilogue

 Changed the State’s environmental policy by

setting a Statewide precedence for “Advanced Mitigation”

 Energized and involved an entire Community;

made everyone more aware of the Los Gatos Creek 

and riparian (“streamside”) habitat

 Inspired the Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) 

to update its Charter to include “Land Stewardship” 

in addition to “flood control” and “water supply”
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Urban Stream Restoration Project – Epilogue

Bank of America 

“Neighborhood Excellence

Local Hero” award, 2010

Santa Clara County

League of Conservation Voters 

“Environmentalist of the Year” award, 2011

 ... and it got me awards — and 

appointed to do more work

 Santa Clara Co. Parks & Rec Cmsn

 SCVWD Envir’mtl Adv’sry Cmte

 San José Neighborhoods Cmsn
11
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The Western Pacific RR & the Willow Glen Trestle

1984 The Trestle 
was once used 

for freight 
trains that 
served the 

nearby 
canneries.

The City’s 
“GreenPrint” 

of 2000 
recognized 
that trains 
would soon 

cease, and it 
recommended 
acquiring the 
Right-of-Way 
for a trail.

tomatoes at a 

cannery near WG

1979

2000: the “GreenPrint” —

SJ’s Parks Strategic Plan 
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Community pushed for City to acquire WPRR ROW

A decade-long process.

City finally bought the western half of 

the Western Pacific ROW in Dec, 2011

1

The Three-Creeks Trail
a presentation for the

Santa Clara County
Open Space Authority

L. Ames, May 27, 2010

4

Trail’s History
• 1920’s: Western Pacific built the spur rail line 

from Niles across San José to service the 

canneries in Willow Glen

• 2000: San José Park Strategic Plan, 

“ the Greenprint”, identifies rail ROW as trail 

corridor if/ when rail service is abandoned

• 2001: Rail service discontinued; 

SJ did not exercise “right to buy”; 

Union Pacific offers ROW for sale

• 2002: community presses for trail; 

Councilmember Yeager & Council add trail to 

General Plan and begin pursuit of purchase

• 2007: SJ has not purchased ROW; 

some parcels sold for housing or industrial uses; 

community presses again for trail; 

SJ sets up “WG Spur Trail Focus Group”

• 2008/ 09: “Citizens for a Livable San José” and 

“Save Our Trails”  work for Trail;

Guadalupe River P&G establishes Conservancy

• 2010: Three Creeks Trail added 

by Envision 2040 to General Plan Update
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Community helped the City win funding

1

The Three-Creeks Trail
an update for

Jim Beall
L. Ames, March 15, 2012

Save Our Trails!
Promoting trails in Santa Clara County for the benefit and enjoyment of all

Taisia McMahon, President
Bill Rankin, Vice President
Bruce Tichinin, Counsel

12

a “Historic Trail”

… at Kelley Park …

… by means of a historic train trestle …

… to the historic cannery district in WG.

Connects the History Park…

14

from our presentation to

State Senator Jim Beall
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March 26, 2013: City abruptly changed plans

 To meet a grant deadline, Council 

approved a Trail Pedestrian Bridge project

 Minimal public outreach

 Hidden detail: would replace the trestle 

with a new steel prefab bridge

 Would have a small plaque in 

remembrance 

of the trestle
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SJ Merc. News

Editorials

5/10/13 7/17/13 5/19/15

op.ed., 5/8/13

op.ed.,

10/19/14
16



17

the Public was interested, so we gave trestle tours
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SC Co. Sup.

Dave Cortese

SJ MN Editor

Barbara Marshman

SC Co. Sup.

Dave Cortese

SJ MN Editor

Barbara Marshman“hidden in plain sight”“hidden in plain sight”
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... and we gave public presentations

18 presentation by Larry Ames and the Friends of the WG Trestle, March 2, 2015
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PACSJ & SJ HLC 2014 Photo Contest

Semi-finalist:

“Troubled Bridge Over Water”

by Larry Ames
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PACSJ & SJ HLC 2015 Photo Contest

http://www.preservation.org/events/visualsanjose/VisualSanJose2015.html

“Bridge over Troubled Red Chair”

by Kymberli Brady

3rd place in professional category

“Willow Glen Trestle (1921-1922)” by James Watkins

2nd place in professional category

“Historic Willow Glen Trestle” by Lee Viray Cahili

2nd place in non-professional category

Public became aware of the WG Trestle:

3 of the 7 semi-finalists photographed it
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Willow Glen Resident

Year in Review

... Lots of public support,

but we still had to sue

to get the City to follow 

CEQA & do the required EIR
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From the EIR

 Trestle is sturdy and can readily be restored and adapted for trail use 

 Doesn’t impede creek flow or create flooding hazard

 Contamination: best if pilings

left undisturbed and in place
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SJ Historic Landmarks Commission, 5/6/15

23

SJ’s HLC unanimously recommended 

historic recognition ...
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Daytime Council mtg. on Trail Bridge EIR, 5/19/15

24

... but the Council overruled the HLC, said trestle is not historic, and then voted 

7-2-2 to approve the EIR to replace the trestle.  The EIR is still pending...
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Mayor honors my work “to save 

the historic Willow Glen Trestle” SJ Parks Foundation Soiree 

awards event, 6/25/15

SJ Mayor Sam Liccardo25
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This past year

 The replacement plans are on 

hold pending the City’s appeal

 The EIR is in limbo

 We used the time to further 

research the history of the trestle

 The trestle is still standing tall
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Preserve the Connection between “Silicon Valley” 

and “The Valley of Heart’s Delight”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Clara_Valley#/media/

File:Prune_Orchard_near_Santa_Clara,_California_(3655751146).jpg

The Willow Glen Trestle

is still standing — it can still be saved!

Thank you!
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Seth Bergstein:

Willow Glen Trestle History
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http://cluster3.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/maps/wpacific.jpg

Not a spur on Oakland route, but the Main SJ line!
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30
to Niles, Oakland, 

and Salt Lake City

San José station

Willow Glen

- residential

Willow

Glen

Trestle

http://www.wplives.com/diagrams/yards/YD006.html

WP RR thru Willow Glen & to the San Jose Depot
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W
G

Tr
e
st

le

SJ Station

Willow

Glen I-280

map overlay

by L. Ames

http://www.wplives.com/diagrams/yards/YD006.html
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1899 USGS

 SP RR 

unchallenged, and 

thru heart of SJ, 

at-grade on 4th St 
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1927 Map

at City Hall

 WP arrives in SJ

 Belt-line J-hook loops 

around SJ, avoiding 

residential areas

 Breaks SP’s monopoly
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Alternative SP

Alignments

 City of San José traded SP off against 

WP and Willow Glen in the future 

around-town alignment.

 Willow Glen fought for grade-

separation at major arterials;

SP realigned their route to avoid 

crossings w/in WG town limits;

WG fought for separations anyhow, 

denying SP the franchise unless they 

complied.  (Issue went to courts, and 

up to Supreme Court.)
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Railing

2

Trestle in 1955

perhaps could be like the trail

recently built in Uvas Canyon Co. Park

present condition:

non-historic

and inadequate
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The Willow Glen Trestle

“The historical character of the 

trestle structure is difficult to 

appreciate when on the structure” …

… but there’s a great view

from the trail from downtown

at the junction of the

Los Gatos Creek Trail

and the Three Creeks Trail
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