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Third-Party Nomination

» Friends of the Willow Glen Trestle
» Jean Dresden — educational therapist
» Martha Heinrichs — legal aide

» Scott, Helen, Dan, Severn, Jim,
Deborah, Richard, ...

Brian Grayson & Gayle Frank (PAC*SJ)

Larry Ames — physicist, aerospace engineer

» Eclectic mix of backgrounds, with a common theme:

We’re all interested in the area in which we live,
and in preserving some of our unique local history

» This is a citizen-led effort at “Place Making”

site
location

(view of earth and moon from 1 mi
by DSCOVR — one of the satellites
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... 9J also has older villages such as Willow Glen
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and SJ has Trails

Los Gatos Creek Streamside Park
Committee ~1982 - 2000 (& on-going)

» Los Gatos Crk Trail Master Plan, 1985
Coyote Crk Long-range Plan, 1990
Guadalupe River Task Force, 2004
Three Creeks Trail, 2001 - present

For a quarter century, we’ve been
working with SJ Planners to fold the
trestle into the trail network

We have led other community efforts
as well, such as our project that
created a linear park on the LG Crk:

SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILEOON VALLEY

s Open Trails
ssssesee |[dentified Trails
»»»»» Other Jurisdiction Trails

L_—-I.I San Jose City Limits




The Los Gatos Creek
Urban Stream Restoration Project, 1993-96

funded by a $66,500 grant from the Calif. Dept. of Water Resources

(see www.WGBackfence.net/arcata.

WILLOW GLEN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION P. O. Box 77006, San Jose CA 95150 / (408) 294-WGNA
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Urban Stream Restoration Project - Epilogue

» Changed the State’s environmental policy by
setting a Statewide precedence for “Advanced Mitigation™

» Energized and involved an entire Community;
made everyone more aware of the Los Gatos Creek
and riparian (“streamside”) habitat

» Inspired the Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD)
to update its Charter to include “Land Stewardship”
in addition to “flood control” and “water supply”




Urban Stream Restoration Project - Epilogue

Bank of America
“Neighborhood Excellence
Local Hero” award, 2010

Santa Clara County
League of Conservation Voters
“Environmentalist of the Year” award, 2C

,

Initiative”~ Awards

» ... and it got me awards — and
appointed to do more work

» Santa Clara Co. Parks & Rec Cmsn
» SCVWD Envir’mtl Adv’sry Cmte

» San José Neighborhoods Cmsn
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The Western Pacific RR & the Willow Glen Trestle

Council District 6 The Trestle

City of San José
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Community pushed for City to acquire WPRR ROW

"a presentatl on for the

Santa Clara Count”y"

A decade-long process.
City finally bought the western half of
the Western Pacific ROW in Dec, 2011

Trail’s Hlstory

1920’s: Western Racific built the spur rail line
from Niles across San José to service the
canneriesin Willow Glen

2000: San José Park Strategic Han,
“the Greenprint’, identifies rail ROW as trail
corridor if/ when rail service is abandoned

2001: Rail service discontinued;
SJdid not exercise “right to buy”;
Union Pacific offers ROW for sale

2002: community presses for trail;

Councilmember Yeager & Council add trail to
General Han and begin pursuit of purchase
2007: SJ has not purchased ROW,

some parcels sold for housing or industrial uses;
community presses again for trail;

SJsetsup “WG Spur Trail Focus Group”

2008/ 09: “Citizens for a Livable San José” and
“Save Our Trails’ work for Trail;

Guadalupe Rver P&G establishes Conservancy
2010: Three Creeks Trail added

by Envision 2040 to General Han Update

L)
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City of San Jose

- Greenprint

for Parks and
Community Facilities
and Programs
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Community helped the City win funding

a ‘Historic Trail”

Connects the History Park

"3m Bea

L Ames, March 15, 2

=
Bill Rankin, Vice President « .«
Bruce Tichinin, Counsel ™
from our presentation to
State Senator Jim Beall e
... by means of a historic train trestl
B

... to the historic cannery districtin WG. 12




Report on a Nexus Study for Determining the Fe
Land Conversion Fee or Other Mechanism. (Cont’d.)

Recommendion » Minimal public outreach

(c)

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

RECOMMEND DEFERRAL TO 4/9/13 PER ADMINISTRAT

MARCH 26, 2013

March 26, 2013: City abruptly changed plans

» To meet a grant deadline, Council
approved a Trail Pedestrian Bridge proj

Direct the Housing Department to return to the City Council upon completion of

.-.\retvmmt;-nded work pldlnrl-nr 1m‘plemen nb‘anallordahle rental housing > H'idden detai l: Wou ld replace the trestle

impact fee, if applicable; and
) Other potential mechani: fund affordable ho

Nota Projet i No. PP10.065s. St eport (Howing) with a new steel prefab bridge
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(n Im.rea:.e the Trail: Three Creeks Interim Improvements & Trestle Bridge

appropriation to the Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services f t h t tl
tment in the amount of $1,188, 0 e reS e

2) Decrease the Reserve: Future PDO/P!

(3) Decrease the Reserve: Trail: Three Creeks appropriation in the amount of
$685,000
Resolution No X 3 C District 6. (Parks,

Recreation and Neighborhood Sen

03/26/13
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SJ Merc. News
Editorials

Edltorxal board
MACTULLV President
DAVIEJ_BUTLER.

" | Rachel Wilner, -
| MichelaLew,

Editorial

Rail trestle
deserves a
closer look

San Jose should take
a timeout on its plan to
tear down the 90-year-old
wooden railroad v
the Three Creeks Tr
Willow Glen. The decis
made in haste by the City
Council in March with
no real public debate fell
short of standards for a
city that prides itself on
community involvement.
On this page Wednesday
(and linked to this edito-
rial at www.mercurynews,
com/opinion,
along with
photos), com-
munity activ-

WWW. \’\.( Trestle.org for

Glen Neighborhood
Association supported
the plan, but board mem-
ber Scott Knies say.

tion. The plan was
sed at a eity-spon-
sored meeting on the trail
March 19 but,
couched asa

e on(:u;:'n to
question this

There are
questions about

i I.umhe City
ists Larry the relative costs Council’s
Ames and of preservation \Ln ch 26
Helen Chap- a 3

compared to
installing a new
metal bridge on the ;

man made g
stirring argu-
ment for pre-

servingthe  Three Creeks Trail
trestle. That

in San Jose.
hadbeenthe —————

5/10/13

whacking the

‘ Ed Clendaniel, sdltona) wister

Id West
el whose
ld make
very.
and San
ly short of
lecture.
apman
portant
he relative
Aon com-
ranew
1 also re-
m that the
voice in
Preright
e

puty
ty parks
s
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‘hree Creeks Trail
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hledygook,

W hdLl\lHL the
trestle was
the point.

For this reason if no
other, the council should
re-hear the proposal,
including the financial de-
tails. Even if the decision
stands, people will know
the facts were aired.

The Three Creeks Trail
is supposed to connect the
Los Gatos Creek Trail,
near the trestle, with the
Coyote Creek Trail at Kel-
ley Park. Some guestion
San Jose’s commitment to
completing the link from
Highway §7 to the park
— and no wonder, with
trust at smh a Iow ebb

oped., 5/8/13

By Larry Ames
Have you ever seen the hxs—
toric train trestle in Willow Glen?

Few have. For 90
been hiding just blocks from

downtowt
reminder:
past: a 20/
wood-tim)
Los Gatos

joins the !
It &N[v

and r.«ulm
But thi

El Mlﬁt San Jose de

pubhc review or comment, the
city abruptly decided to demolish
the trestle and replace it with a
catalog-order steel bridge. Andit  for
quickly voted to hire an engineer-

Helen Chapman

ears, it's

T S VY

Better spe:

on Three Crecks bridge

When last we took up
the cause of the old wooden
trestle that crosses Los
Gatos Creek on what’s now
the Three Creeks Trail, it

was clear that San Jose’s
outreach on the demolition
plan had been — oh, let’s
Just say it: rigged. City staff
members had discussed
it in public or semi-public
settings without civic activ-
ists realizing that ripping
out the structurally sound
trestle was a done deal.
Advocates made a heroic
attempt to salvage it in the
spring, but it was too late.
Mayor Chuck Reed and the

 City Council rules commit-
j fﬁereﬁxsed to reconsider

u ¥ast

organizations officially sup-
port demolition, and at the

Trails meeting, the pu

And that's without consider-

ing the cost of mitigation for
removing the trestle to make way

anew bridge. Removal would

ny olve heaw 4‘qulpment in the

nearly a hundred
timbers. The
mpact to this
habitat fre-
on and beavers
ring.

I t's Executive
gi'u()US]_\' recom-
1 the trestle.

:d based on this
n.
nmunity were

| public meetings
1is new parkway,

public nd third meet-

was told to limit comments
to the three (depressingly
similar) designs presented.

We hope city staf

more open, since it’s to
as public outreach.
The trestle probabl
is done for, but histori
preservationists know
while a thing still stan
hope endures. Regard
if you care about the T
Creeks Trail, which w
connect the Los Gatos
Coyote creeks and Gu
dalupe River trails, yo
should come to the me
ing, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at t
Willow Glen Commun
Center, 2175 Lincoln A
or to the final present:

tion at a trail planning
workshop 6:30 p.m. Ju
24 at the same locatior
of the proposed replac
~ment demgns are truly

take place. The
pither the San
mission nor the
arks Commis

makes ‘
sure Wednesday’s sess”

ago when they rushed
through a plan to tear
down the Willow Glen

Trestle over the Los Gatos
Creek instead of restoring
it as part of the creek trail,
as city plans for years had

assumed. The city con-

tracted for a generic metal

state law
bridge, trading one more  Stonehenge, no law would asidedifs
element of character in require the council tolis-  $iéoumeil
San Jose for boring bland-  ten. We don’t expect it to, “that it will
ness, of which it has plenty but we can hope. Restor- onfden
already. ing the trestle would make decision
A community group the stretch of the creek wﬂg&“ﬁf

sued to force the council  trail into downtown a i

to consider evidence of the
~wooden railroad trestle’s

sion about one of San Jose's last

remaining trestles.

The Santa Clara Vallev Waten

Distriet, Santa Clara
Parks and Open Spa
all gave the city gran
upon a restored trest
element in the trail. 1
cur that the money ¢
instead to demolish t
We are pleased th
moving forward on t!
and Three Creeks T1
before committing tc
lions of dollars needl
needs to put demolit]
collect all the facts an
oughly evaluate optic
should engage the er
historic, trail and oth
communities that we
or were told removir
was the only practic:
The trestle does

too late.

de:

owned 93
bridge over

ish and replace the

/ : z 7 1/ / 3 “'i[:};fi"i’;“\m‘n rocthe
S.J. should restore
Willow Glen Trestle

San Jose city staff and
elected council members
made a mistake two years

historie value. New stud-
ies showed it could be
restored at less expense
than installing the generic
bridge, and the San Jose
Historic Landmarks Com-
mission declared it eligible
for historic status.
Tuesday is the final

vote on the trestle. Even if
advocates could prove the
trestle is as significant as

molzsh historic train trestle

By Larry Ames and Bnan Grayson

ilen — a sturdy city-
r-ol ri Wi (md timber

S y Council
Vi an environ-
14 x
L rt (EIR) to
alternatives

the coun-

was

:ompelling
rary. The
‘ted for

stle without
! to objec-

ic stat

iric strue-
d soul) of
ends of the
took the city re
(its failure
mmental
svailed.
Superior

lic mi

this one

but itis sturdy. It is no more a
fire hazard than the telephone
nales that linelour streets. A new

Historic value of train trestle
erves Cz ty C()um il re

The traxr‘ trest:e on a trail in
en a judge ruled that th
proved its de
sport onits historic value.

v;olated :tatp law
an environmental impac

played in the development of
Willow Glen and all o
®m Analyze the fe
and habilitation, consid
1se as part of other things the engi
report the city commissi
that shows that restoration and
adaptation of the trestle for trail
use is safe, environmentally
sponsible, straightforward and
cost-effective.

B Provide a public process
with opportunity to review and
comment on design concepts
Huber ruled and the EIR’s analyses.

Hopefully, the city’s decision-
makers will listen and under-
stand the im)
ing vital local history.

Importantly, if the EIR finds
the trestle to be historic and that
its reuse is feasible, the city can-
not approve demolition.

The Friends already are
working to seek grants to fund
s required t.restle rehablhtatmn and main-
memorable place. Itisnot

Jose.  When pr
y of re- evidence of historic qu
ing among

And, ‘while the focus of the
L will: lawsuit was the trestle, the
ruling affects far more than just

Court
ity

spec l

ne-ghbo ood
City Council
on without doing

San Jose's Willow G

molit

ened resource “not historic.”
ted with

ElIRis m;mdmed to anal
structure’s historic authenticity
and to evaluate alternatives to
its demolition.
Huber's ruling gives us all a
chance to preserve
Let’s work togethm in an
open public process benefited by
the expertise of the Parks and
Recreation Commission and the
Historie Landmarks Commis-
sion. We can incorporate the
Willow Glen Trestle into the trail
network to connect the Los Ga-

rtance of preserv- tos and the Three Creeks Trails.

As an important piece of local
history, the evocative trestle
will be a unique and educational
attraction and community asset
on a popular trail. The trestle
will provide an iconie gateway to
Willow Glen.

Larr} Ames is the founder

of Friends of the thlow

Glen T e ¥ g i@y g

1S QRCCUme gl el 0 I
Preservation Action Council of
AN A T AAS
RS



the Public was interested, so we gave trestle tour




... and we gave public presentations

, ® R A~ g
presentation by Larry Ames and the Friends of the WG Trestle, March 2, 2015




PACxSJ & SJ HLC 2014 Photo Contest PA@%SH

PRESERVATION ACTION COUNCIL OF SAN JOSE

Dedicated te Preserving San Jose’s Architectural Heritage

Semi-finalist:
“Troubled Bridge Over Water”
by Larry Ames




PAC*SJ & SJ HLC 2015 Photo Contest PAC*S]
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http://www.preservation.org/events/visualsanjose/VisualSanJose2015.html ! Hﬁ

PRESERVATION ACTION COUNCIL OF SAN JOSE

Dedicated te Preserving San Jose’s Architectural Heritage

“Willow Glen Trestle (1921-1922)” by James Watkins
2nd place in professional category

Public became aware of the WG Trestle:
3 of the 7 semi-finalists photographed it

by Kymberli Brady
3rd place in professional category

“Historic Willow Glen Trestle” by Lee Viray Cahili
2nd place in non-professional category



Willow Glen Resident [F—_
Year in Review 2014

THE YEAR I\I‘Il()l()'\
ALY B ER

... Lots of public support,
but we still had to sue

to get the City to follow
CEQA & do the required EIR




From the EIR

» Trestle is sturdy and can readily be restored and adapted for trail use

» Doesn’t impede creek flow or create flooding hazard

» Contamination: best if pilings
left undisturbed and in place I e

Note: e el
Note: Sp of piles at top and bottom are
approxim: s obtained by using the spacing at the

gooe sash and the slope of the pile. These values may vary
13' slightly.

Al

574 .03 483

T
243 118"

Bent 7 (Looking Ahead on Line)

Replace All Bracing Bolts,
| 1" ASTM A325
* note: flood-levels are from
Replace Braces SJ’s Init.Study/Neg.Dec.
for Reach 4 of the LG Crk Trail,
\ Replace Both Sashes | (Coe to Auzerais), June 2004, p. 23.
* [ S ® ey
T —— T —— S— o yorlS sunstandar
— .' "' pile axte =
.“' ? 1
/‘ ) | “““ I
» ; /< "-6" { ® o)
AN S 1
( ; \ ) é| bond
(1 ~—11
| (| N K27/
/| | I —
|
| )
Fgure 7: Filled Piling




SJ Historic Landmarks Commission, 5/6/15

SJ’s HLC unanimously recommended
historic recognition ...




Daytime Council mtg. on Trail Bridge EIR, 5/19/1

_______

Our
PR History!
Deraill " /4§

7, P G;/non
o=l |ove >

Trestles!

... but the Council overruled the HLC, said trestle is not historic, and
7-2-2 to approve the EIR to replace the trestle. The EIR is still




Mayor honors my work “to save
the historic Willow Glen Trestle” sy parks Foundation Soiree

!
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By

L

- Sam Liccardo

awards event, 6/25/15
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CITY OF SAN JOSE

TR, A\

WHEREAS: Larry Ames and the qualities he exhibits are a rarity this day and age, few people are willing to stick with a cause
that they believe in to such an extent; and

WHEREAS: Through two years of perseverance, fundraising, document reading, and filing motions to save the historic
Willow Glen Trestle, Larry has proved his dedication for his community; and

WHEREAS: This unrelenting ability to stay on course and fight for what is right in the City of San José has not gone
unnoticed;

i

!‘,:h‘ N7

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Sam Liccardo, Mayor of the City of San José, along with my colleagues on the city council, on this
25" day of June 2015, do hereby recognize and commend

LARRY AMES

for his resilience and tireless work ethic in saving the historic integrity of the City of San José.

NAL
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Attested by:

Sam Liccardo _ ] ) Toni Taber, City Clerk
MAYOR

3 \Z, I
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This past year

» The replacement plans are on
hold pending the City’s appeal

» The EIR is in limbo

» We used the time to further
research the history of the trestle

» The trestle is still standing tall




Preserve the Connection between “Silicon Valley™
and “The Valley of Heart’s Delight”

The Willow Glen Trestle
is still standing — it can still be saved!
Thank you!

https: //&n. wikipesia.oralw ‘Sa'ﬁta__cl;ara?Vquey#/méqz‘
File: Prune_Orc,har‘d;near_Sgint-a'_Clara,j_’Californié.'_-(36557-5—15J 46).3p8




Seth Bergstein:
Willow Glen Trestle History

28



Not a spur on Oakland route, but the Main SJ line!

|——WF’-5F'.' PAIRED TRACK OPERATION

WP trackage rmm?\'P/
over 5P ——Te
Weshwood=hason

. "
*VE}G o BTT'IIQ‘I
= oEureka

';l".gi"-L »

L B " _ :
i LR - ER{ND Augin McGill Jetd] McGill
U

SRCVILLE

3
&

"nnovliE

- %’

(-]
ARYSVILLE @ SCARSON CITY Kimberly

Larfge oo

@, \

A SACRAMENTO *

WETLTH SACRAMERTO SHOPS
\s ,;;,.?

2

L&
x MODESTO
< TURLOCH

LEGEND

w— THE WESTERM PACIFIC RAILROAD & BRANCHES
— WESTERN PACIFIC SUBSIDIARY LINES

Scale in Milea .

maps/wpacific.jpg



WP RR thru Willow Glen & to the San Jose Depot

Willow Glen Willow

- residential Glen
Trestle
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1927 Map
at City Hall

» WP arrives in SJ

» Belt-line J-hook loops
around SJ, avoiding
residential areas

Breaks SP’s monopoly

G TOPOGRAPHY & RELATION
JOST [CERIFE BAY REGION

: un 11 \NNN( (ommtssuw&_m@




Alternative SP
Alignments

» City of San Jose traded SP off against
WP and Willow Glen in the future
around-town alignment.

Willow Glen fought for grade-
separation at major arterials;

SP realigned their route to avoid
crossings w/in WG town limits;

WG fought for separations anyhow,
denying SP the franchise unless they
complied. (Issue went to courts, and
up to Supreme Court.)
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present condition:
non-historic
and inadequate

5 |
a histé tregg, bglilt i

perhaps could be like the trail
recently built in Uvas Canyon Co. Park




at the junction of the
Los Gatos Creek Trail

and the Three Creeks Trail

The Willow Glen Trestle

Z
2/ —
17777 = = e —

“The historical character of the
trestle structure is difficult to
appreciate when on the structure” ...

... but there’s a great view
from the trail from downtown



