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The Willow Glen Trestle

» crosses over the
Los Gatos Creek
in Willow Glen in
central San Jose

» 210’ long
» 25 tall
» built in 1922
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Trestle Location
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“Hidden in Plain Sight”
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The Los Gatos Creek Trail
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WG Trestle in 1984
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From the SJ “GreenPrint”
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Lobbying for Funding

: e-Creeks Trail

an update for

Jm Beall

L Ames, March 15, 2012

- a “Historic Trail”

Our Trails!

on, ent
Bill Rankin, Vice President

Eruce AL (g Connects the History Park...
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... to the historic cannery districtin WG. 12




The Three Creeks Trail - a Historic
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City’s Engineering Report, 2012

a represent-
ative page:
every board
and bolt was
evaluated.

Plans for
restoration &
adaptation
for trail use,
including fire
protection
alarms &
sprinklers.

«——— Replace Stringer to
\_ Cap Bol, 1" ASTH A325_~

_on top of stringers |
/ |

trail deck is built

100 yr
flood*

10 yr
flood®

Bent 7 Mile Diamaters

]

'lw 1-.; }u

Plle Cire, Top ) | Cire. Bott, (in) | Din, Top [in) | Din. Bett. {in)
| a 38,3 i4 13
BT 41.5 37.3 12
3 a7 4 13
a &0 A 13
7‘: = ;;1 7 B 38 B ":"»7 - ‘]"
4a AL 14 13
'

soking ahend on U

slightly

Piling Repair

g

—04

Bent 7 (Looklng Ahead o

Replace Both Sashes

Replace All Bracing Bolts,
1" ASTM A325

* note: flood-levels are from
Replace Braces S¥'s Init.Study/Neg.Dec.

for Reach 4 of the LG Crk Trall,

[Coe to Auzerais), June 2004, p. 23

Note Spacing of piles at top and bottom are
approximations obtained by using the spacing at the
sash and the slope of the pile. These values may vary

p |

K‘: ™
!
| &
|

“I1
"1




March 26, 2013: City abruptly
Changed plans » To meet a grant deadline,

Council approved a Trail
Pedestrian Bridge project

£™
SAN JOSE . . .
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT » Minimal publ]C outreach

Report an o Nesns Studs for Determining the Fessiility of o Housing lpact Fee,
Land Conversiun Fee or Other Mechamism (Cani'id)

» Hidden detail: would repl
the trestle with a new stee
prefab bridge

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA

MARCH 6. 2012
AMENDED AGENDA

5. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

S Grant Applcations & the State af Califeraia fee the Thees Cooche Eoail Polesizian

-----

» Would have a small plaque
remembrance of the trestl
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SJ Mercury News Editorials

.ed., 5/8/13
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the Public was interested, so we
trestle tours
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... and we gave public presenta

presentation by Larry Ames and the Friends of the WG Trestle, March 2, 2015
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Semi-finalist:
“Troubled Bridge Over Water”
by Larry Ames




Willow Glen Resident Year in Review

.. Lots of public
support, but we still
had to sue to get the
City to follow CEQA
& do the required EIR



From the EIR & Supporting Docs

$959,000
$4,000 / year
$2,000 / year
5 months

30 - 50 years
(more if well-maintained?)

Construction cost
Est. Maintenance
Est. Inspection

Construction time

Estimated Life

Flooding not a problem
Creosote not a problem if left alone
Fire not a problem:
fire-retardant coating;
sprinklers, alarms and
maintenance
History HL15-001: “Historic Landmark

value of a historic nature”

Nomination of the Los Gatos Creek Rail
Trestle for designation as a landmark of
special historical, architectural, cultural,
aesthetic, or engineering interest or

$1,637,000
not budgeted
$500 / year
7 months

75 years
(w/0 maintenance?)

not a problem
a concern if disturbed

no precautions are provided,
and steel loses strength at
brushfire temperatures

“While this does not salvage the trestle,
aesthetics could be made pleasing.
Staining the concrete deck to resemble
the old track could be done. Also,
railroad themed signs could be
incorporated at the approaches.”



SJ Historic Landmarks Commission,
5/6/15

SJ’s HLC unanimously recommended
historic recognition ...




Daytime Council mtg. on Trail Bridg
EIR, 5/19/15

e ./ A —

... but the Council overruled the HLC, said trestle is not histori
and then voted 7-2-2 to approve the EIR to replace the tre
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Bring in Competition: Western Pacifi
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1927 (from a Map at City Hall)

» Western Pacific
arrives in SJ

» Belt-line J-hook
loops around SJ,
avoiding
residential areas

Breaks SP’s
monopoly
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Alternative SP
Alignments

» City of San José traded SP
off against WP and Willow
Glen in the future around-
town alignment.

» Willow Glen fought for
grade-separation at major
arterials;

SP realigned their route to
avoid crossings w/in WG
town limits;

WG fought for separations
anyhow, denying SP the
franchise unless they
complied. (Issue went to
courts, and up to Supreme
Court.)
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WG Trestle ruled eligible for
National Historic Listing

at the statewide quarterly
commission meeting,
April 18, 2016

Seth Bergste
historian fo
of the Wil
Trestle

The State Historical

Resources Commission
. 1 43

at the Golden
Gate Club in

the Presidio in
San Francisco




For now...

» The replacement plans are on
hold pending the Appellate
Court’s ruling on the City’s
appeal

» The EIR is in limbo
» The trestle is still standing tall




Preserve the Connection between
“Silicon Valley” and “The Valley ‘of
Heart’s Delight”
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The Willow Glen Trestle
is still standing — it can still be saved!

For more info;: www.WGTrestle.org



http://www.wgtrestle.org/

