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San José is more than just a sea of suburbia ...
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... SJ also has older villages such as Willow Glen
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Community worked years to help City win funding

1

The Three-Creeks Trail
an update for

Jim Beall
L. Ames, March 15, 2012

Save Our Trails!
Promoting trails in Santa Clara County for the benefit and enjoyment of all

Taisia McMahon, President
Bill Rankin, Vice President
Bruce Tichinin, Counsel
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a “Historic Trail”

… at Kelley Park …

… by means of a historic train trestle …

… to the historic cannery district in WG.

Connects the History Park…

4

from our presentation to

State Senator Jim Beall
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March 26, 2013: City abruptly changed plans

 To meet a grant deadline, Council 

approved a Trail Pedestrian Bridge project

 Minimal public outreach

 Hidden detail: would replace the trestle 

with a new steel prefab bridge

 Would have a small plaque in 

remembrance 

of the trestle
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SJ Merc. News

Editorials

5/10/13 7/17/13 5/19/15

op.ed., 5/8/13

op.ed.,

10/19/14
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the Public was interested, so we gave trestle tours
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SC Co. Sup.

Dave Cortese

SJ MN Editor

Barbara Marshman

SC Co. Sup.

Dave Cortese

SJ MN Editor

Barbara Marshman“hidden in plain sight”“hidden in plain sight”
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... and we gave public presentations

8 presentation by Larry Ames and the Friends of the WG Trestle, March 2, 2015
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Willow Glen Resident

Year in Review

... Lots of public support,

but we still had to sue

to get the City to follow 

CEQA & do the required EIR
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From the EIR

 Trestle is sturdy and can readily be restored and adapted for trail use 

 Doesn’t impede creek flow or create flooding hazard

 Contamination: best if pilings

left undisturbed and in place
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San José Historic Landmarks Commission, 5/6/15

11

SJ’s HLC unanimously recommended 

historic recognition ...
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Daytime Council mtg. on Trail Bridge EIR, 5/19/15
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... but the Council overruled the HLC, said trestle is not historic, and then voted 

7-2-2 to approve the EIR to replace the trestle.  (The EIR is still pending.)
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the Mayor then honors my work “to save 

the historic Willow Glen Trestle” SJ Parks Foundation Soiree 

awards event, 6/25/15

SJ Mayor Sam Liccardo13
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WG Trestle ruled eligible for Nat’l Historic Listing

14

at the statewide quarterly 

commission meeting,

April 18, 2016

at the Golden 

Gate Club in 

the Presidio in 

San Francisco

Cmsnr

Moss

Council

Lynch

SHPO

Polanco

Chair

Brandes

Cmsnr

McKay

Cmsnr

Harris

Cmsnr

Praetzellis

Cmsnr

Bertoli

The State Historical 

Resources Commission

Seth Bergstein,

historian for Friends of 

the Willow Glen Trestle

Susan Brandt-

Hawley

lawyer for 

the Friends

supporting 

speaker:

Wayne 

Donaldson. 

chair of the 

Nat’l Adv’sry

Council on 

Hist. Pres.

principal speaker 

in opposition:

Councilmember 

Pierluigi Oliverio, 

San Jose Dist. 6
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Preserve the Connection between “Silicon Valley” 

and “The Valley of Heart’s Delight”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Clara_Valley#/media/

File:Prune_Orchard_near_Santa_Clara,_California_(3655751146).jpg

The Willow Glen Trestle

is still standing — it can still be saved!

Thank you!
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